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foods of minimal nutritional value (99-911, 98-818, 98-810, 97-122, 97-112, 
95-121, 95-001 and, 94-116) 

 

This Management Bulletin transmits information received from the United States Department of 
Agriculture on recent changes to the list of exemptions under the competitive foods regulation. Both of 
the products listed below are exempted from the jellies and gums category of “foods of minimal 
nutritional value” as defined in 7 CFR Part 210.11(a)(2) and Part 220.2(i-l). 
 

?? Gage Foods (added new product) 
Fruit Shapes Fruit Snacks  

NOTE:  this product is not sold in single serving packages, and the serving size must 
be nine pieces (26 grams) for the exemption to be valid. 
 

?? General Mills (reformulated product already on the exempted product list) 
Betty Crocker® Special Edition Fruit Gushers® Strawberry Punch Naturally Flavored Fruit 
Snacks 

 

These products are no longer considered foods of minimal nutritional value and may now be sold 
during the meal period in a school food service area.  The exemption does not mean that these 
products are approved or endorsed by the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), nor does it indicate that 
these products have significant nutritional value.  The exemption should not be perceived as guidance 
or encouragement to school food authorities concerning the possible purchase of these products. 
 

Attached is the list of all foods currently exempted under the federal competitive foods regulations. 
Companies often produce similar items that are not exempt and are still considered foods of minimal 
nutritional value.  The exemption of one product does not mean that similar products or a family of 
products are exempted unless specifically stated in an exemption letter.  The ingredient statement of 
each exempted food is included in the attached list to assist you in differentiating between exempted 
products and products similar to the exempted products.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Schneider, Nutrition Education Specialist, Education 
and Training Unit, at (916) 322-1566, (800) 952-5609, or cschneid@cde.ca.gov. 
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Nutrition Services Division 
Assistant Superintendent of Public Instruction 
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